
Obey The Law
Pas tor Paul Larson, Faith Lu theran Church, 
De troit Lakes, MN

Our text this morn ing is found in Romans, Chap ter 13, 
ver sus one through seven, in Je sus Name:

“Let every per son be in sub jec tion to the gov ern -
ing au thor i ties. For there is no au thor ity ex cept
from God, and those which ex ist are es tab lished
by God.  Therefore who ever re sists au thor ity has 
op posed the or di nance of God; and they who
have opposed will re ceive con dem na tion upon
them selves.  For rul ers are not a cause of fear
for good be hav ior, but for evil.  Do you want to
have no fear of au thor ity?  Do what is good, and
you will have praise from the same; for it is a
min is ter of God to you for good.  But if you do
what is evil, be afraid; for it does not bear the
sword for noth ing; for it is a min is ter of God, an
avenger who brings wrath upon the one who
prac tices evil.  There fore it is nec es sary to be in
sub jec tion, not only be cause of wrath, but also
for con science’ sake.  For be cause of this you
also pay taxes, for rul ers are ser vants of God, de -
vot ing them selves to this very thing.  Ren der to
all that is due them:  tax to whom tax is due; cus -
tom to whom cus tom; fear to whom fear; honor
to whom honor.’

his is a fa mil iar por tion of Scrip ture.  The apos tle
Paul is writ ing to the Chris tians in Rome and talks 
about obey ing the gov ern ment – obey ing the laws 
of the land – but I want to fo cus in on a par tic u lar

phrase, as it re ally is im por tant to have a good un der stand -

ing of what is be ing said here.  Many times we take these
verses and only preach on the fact that, as Chris tians, you
need to obey the law and that’s very true.  These verses ap -
ply to that and we need to be law-abid ing cit i zens.  It’s im -
por tant to have a good ex am ple as our tes ti mony but these
verses teach us some thing deeper than that.  You might
say, and I want you to take no tice of it be cause, what it is
talk ing about here is not just gov ern ment; in fact, it does -
n’t even use the word gov ern ment.  Paul speaks and the
Lord in structs him to say these words.  He says ev ery per -
son should be in sub jec tion to the gov ern ing au thor i ties
and there’s a big dif fer ence be tween gov ern ing au thor i ties 
and gov ern ment.  In fact, when this was writ ten back in
Paul’s time, the time of Christ, back then they had dic ta -
tors, they had the Caesars, and kings and queens, all kinds
of peo ple who are sim ply in power be cause they were born 
into the fam ily of the king and in her ited their power, but
the Lord says, “obey those who are in au thor ity, the gov -
ern ing au thor ity.”  Back then there was never a sit u a tion
like the one that we have here in Amer ica.  So it’s im por -
tant that you know the mean ing of this phrase, the “gov -
ern ing au thor i ties”.  Who is the gov ern ing au thor ity?

Well, first of all ob vi ously, the ul ti mate gov ern ing au -
thor ity is God.  It says in this first verse that there is no au -
thor ity ex cept from God and those which ex ist are
es tab lished by God; so God is the ul ti mate au thor ity.   
How ever, when Amer ica was cre ated our found ing fa thers 
gave a unique gov ern ment, some thing the world had
never seen be fore.  From the very be gin ning of this Coun -
try, the gov ern ing au thor ity was placed in the hands of we
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the peo ple, not the gov ern ment. 
In Amer ica it would be a lit tle
dif fer ent than other coun tries
around the world.  The gov ern -
ing au thor ity is the peo ple;
they’re the ones who es tab lish a
gov ern ment to make laws
through our Rep re sen ta tives but
they never re lin quished their au -
thor ity.   That’s why we have
elec tions, that’s why we go into
the vot ing booth be cause we’re
the ones ul ti mately that are the
gov ern ing au thor i ties in this
Coun try, and when you look
back at our be gin ning you re al ize 
that’s ex actly the way they in -
tended to set up this unique sys -
tem.  A sys tem that never be fore
been tried.  Jef fer son said we
don’t have anything to fol low ing
as an ex am ple.  Amer ica was set
up in a unique way.  They
showed this from the very be gin -
ning.  In the Dec la ra tion of In de -
pend ence the pre am ble says, “we 
hold these truths to be self-ev i -
dent, that all men are cre ated
equal, that they are en dowed by
their Cre ator”.  I had a ques tion
not too long ago about whether it
was fair for cre ation to be taught
in our pub lic schools. The an -
swer was sim ple.  It’s not fair for
any thing else to be taught be -
cause this is a coun try es tab -
lished by peo ple who be lieve that 
they were “cre ated”.  The pre -
am ble of the Dec la ra tion of In de -
pend ence says we are en dowed
by our Cre ator, we are creation -
ists.  That’s who we are as a na -
tion and that’s what they should
teach in our schools.  This teach -
ing our schools have aban doned.  
What the found ing fa thers taught 
did not con tinue on, but in the
pre am ble of the Dec la ra tion of
In de pend ence which these
found ing fa thers put to gether to
send over to the King, it says that
the gov ern ments are in sti tuted
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for a pur pose, but also it goes on to say, de riv ing their just
pow ers from the con sent of the gov erned.  There were
many rea sons why they were send ing this to the king, but
one was be cause the king did not fol low his own laws – 
the laws of the land that he was liv ing in.  So these Chris -
tian men said they were de clar ing In de pend ence.  We are
go ing to make our own Con sti tu tion.  The be gin ning
words of the Con sti tu tion say, ‘we the peo ple’ of the
United States and goes on to state the fact that we the peo -
ple es tab lish this Con sti tu tion.  The con sti tu tion was n’t
some thing that was brought in by a king or some one else. 
We the peo ple de cided what the laws were go ing to be. 
We’re the gov ern ing au thor ity.  In fact, they were so con -
cerned about not fall ing back into the same sit u a tion that
had hap pened in Eng land and many other places around
the world where you would have a dic ta tor, a ty rant, or a
king sim ply do what ever he wanted to and ig nore the law. 
So the very first thing our found ing fa ther put to gether
was the Bill of Rights.  In the very first amend ment it says
that Con gress shall make no law re spect ing an es tab lish -
ment of re li gion.  This sim ply means Con gress could not
say you all have to be Cath o lic or you all have to be Lu -
theran, they could not do that, they could not es tab lish a
re li gion.  The next phrase is im por tant, “or pro hib it ing
the free ex er cise thereof”.  This is what our found ing fa -
thers were look ing for.  They were peo ple who be lieved
that God cre ated us and they wanted to freely wor ship
God, this was the rea son our coun try was started.  They
wanted the free dom to wor ship God when and where they
wanted to.  Not to be told you can’t kneel down here and
say a prayer be cause this is a foot ball sta dium or you can’t
do this over here be cause this is pub lic land.  The very rea -
son they es tab lished this coun try was so they could do
that.  That was the pur pose be hind it, that their re li gious
free dom would not be hin dered and yet to day we live in a
coun try where Chris tians are be ing per se cuted.  They are
con stantly being told they can’t do this and they can’t do
that.  That First Amend ment goes on to state that not only
for free dom of re li gion, but also free dom of free speech,
and free dom for the right of the peo ple to peace ably as -
sem ble.  The First Amend ment was a pow er ful amend -
ment and it was put there to pre vent the gov ern ment from
con trol ling the peo ple rather than the peo ple con trol ling
the gov ern ment.  We the peo ple are the gov ern ing au thor -
ity in Amer ica.  Now you are prob a bly say ing, “What is
the preacher get ting at?”  Am I say ing we don’t have to
obey the gov ern ment?  No, ab so lutely not.  The rest of this 
text con tin ues on and it is very clear that as Chris tians we
are to obey the gov ern ment be cause we’re the ones that set 
them up.  We’re the ones who elected the Con gress, the
House of Rep re sen ta tive, the Sen a tors, and the Pres i dent. 
We gave them power to run the coun try but they, on the

other hand, should never for get that they are rep re sent ing
us for their gov ern ing au thor ity.   What has hap pened in
Amer ica to day is that the gov ern ment has sort of for got ten 
who’s the real boss and this text is say ing you need to re -
spect the gov ern ment au thor i ties.  So, when 34 States vote
and say that they are not go ing to ap prove of gay mar riage, 
what right does the gov ern ment have to turn around and
say we are go ing to ap prove of it?  You see, the ones who
are dis obey ing God’s Word is the gov ern ment lead ers
them selves.  When God says that those who re sist au thor -
ity and op pose the or di nances will re ceive con dem na tion
upon them selves, those who re sist the will of the peo ple,
the gov ern ing au thor ity in this Coun try, will bring con -
dem na tion upon them selves.  That’s what this text is
saying.  Does that mean we can ig nore the laws?  No, we
gave our rep re sen ta tives the au thor ity to set down the laws 
we wanted, and when they set down those laws, as Chris -
tians, you obey the laws of the Land.  We will talk about
the ex cep tion to that rule in a min ute.

Ed i tor’s Note: Lord will ing, this Ser mon/ar ti cle will be
con tin ued in the next is sue of the Morn ing Glory; but most 
cer tainly in the mean time pray ear nestly for ‘our’ pres ent
lead ers: es pe cially for their Sal va tion and then pray ear -
nestly for ‘godly lead er ship’ and look ing to GOD to in ter -
vene, and GOD is the only real hope for our many
com plex prob lems as a Na tion!

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Wisdom is better than jewels… I love those
who love me, and those who seek me diligently

find me…  My fruit is better than gold, even
fine gold, and my yield than choice silver. 

Proverbs 8:11, 17, 19 (ESV)

God’s trea sures are better than jew els, better than pure 
gold and choice sil ver.  Sadly, there are many peo ple to day 
adorned with jew elry and not with wis dom.  Wis dom is
not in any thing you can put around your neck or on your
wrist or fin gers.  It only is found with the Lord.  His Word
is full of His wis dom, and God’s Son, the Lord Je sus, is
Wis dom.  In Him “are hid all the trea sures of wis dom and
knowl edge” (Col. 2:3).  Love the Lord and His Word, and
let His wis dom adorn your life. 

            Carl Knott 
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If you don’t come to God on His 
terms, then you don’t come.
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Hauge Lutheran Innermission Federation
& Morning Glory 

Dear Friends of this – the Lord’s Min is try,
Greet ings with the words of Rev e la tion 3:8; “‘I know

your works.  See, I have set be fore you an open door, and
no one can shut; for you have a lit tle strength, have kept
My word, and have not de nied My name.’ ”

Feb ru ary is also a very spe cial month of GRACE;
when fam ily and friends send ‘greet ings’ to one an other
and gather to gether as fam ily and friends, and thank God
again for the ‘gift of life’, and for His un con di tional LOVE
in our lives.   EACH gath er ing and con ver sa tion is made
even the more mean ing ful when the Lord’s pres ence is with 
those who are as sem bling.  Malachi 3:16.

Let us praise and thank GOD for the priv i lege of liv ing
in this great na tion – USA of Free dom and Lib erty!  Also
let us seek to thank Him for the tri als and hard ships that
teach us to lean more on JESUS.

NONE of us re ally know what is in store to mor row –
phys i cally, etc., in our ‘earthly jour ney’ in re gards to the fu -
ture as on this side of Eter nity: BUT God has prom ised us
enough GRACE, and if need be, Grace upon Grace; so that
we might be found ‘faith ful’ unto HIM.  Isa iah 43:1-3a,
Psalm 23.

While ‘we’ oc cupy in and through HIM: the clear pur -
pose and min is try of the HLIF/MG is ‘Pray ing and seek -
ing to win/nour ish Pre cious Souls for/in the King dom of
God & work ing for the Res to ra tion of the United States of
Amer ica and Be yond.’

Per haps to day, the min is try of the Hauge Lu theran
Innermission Fed er a tion/Morn ing Glory is NEEDED
more, or cer tainly as much as any time in the his tory of the
same. (The HLIF was or ga nized in 1920)

In these ‘Per il ous times’, we most cer tainly need to
stand to gether, and this vi tal part of true Chris tian ity and
pa tri o tism means to keep on pray ing for each other and for
Amer ica no mat ter how bleak and seem ingly im pos si ble
the con di tions may ap pear.   We are pre par ing for the cer -
tain and of ten un ex pected ‘Morn ing Star’ – Rev e la tion
22:16.  WE def i nitely know that it was and is GOD
ALMIGHTY that made the USA great and HE is re ally the
only ONE that can re store the USA and Be yond; but you
know the Lord very of ten uses cleansed ‘ves sels’ to ac com -
plish His pur pose. (Those washed in the Blood of the
LAMB)

Fi nally, Chris tian ity and Pa tri o tism means re mem ber -
ing the BLOOD, tears and sac ri fices that were and are
given by fel low Amer i cans from the Rev o lu tion of 1776 to
the pres ent.  Thus we who know JESUS as our per sonal
Sav ior need to take a clear, bold STAND in obe di ence to
His Word.  It is out of LOVE that we will ac com plish ‘res -

to ra tion’ – both sec u larly and Spir i tu ally.  We need to Stand 
TOGETHER in “Team-Work”: which is made up of in di -
vid u als like you and me.  Only one life will soon be past,
only what’s done WITH Christ will last!  Are YOU a
‘fel low-team mate’ – OR are you will ing to be come one?

Let us ex er cise faith to gether (in re al ity) in sup port ing
this ‘min is try’ in 1) Prayer, 2) en cour age ment and 3) fi nan -
cial support.  YOU can do at least one, two or all three of
these!   NO kid ding, the ‘fi nan cial sup port’ is needed and is
very real. Prayer is es sen tial as well and en cour age ment is
vi tal.

ALSO, please seek to in quire IF an “Open Door” may
be in your midst to host a Hauge Bi ble Con fer ence/Evan ge -
lis tic Meet ings in your Con gre ga tion, or by ‘Gos pel Tent
Meet ings’, etc.

I would so like to hear from you; as that is why I am
send ing you this ‘let ter’ in di rectly.

FAITH WITHOUT ACTION IS DEAD!

By the Grace of God, the HLIF/MG is de ter mined to
help in the ‘res to ra tion’ of Amer ica and Be yond by con tin -
u ing to pub lish the Morn ing Glory and hav ing Bi ble Con -
fer ences, Evan ge lis tic Meet ings, etc.  Be cause JESUS
cares; we also care: Be cause of CALVARY and A Risen
Sav ior, Who is com ing again!

Rodney Stueland, Editor & Part-time Field Rep.

P. S. Over the past sev eral years, we have wit nessed at -
tacks by our own Gov ern ment on Chris tian ity and in di vid ual
lib er ties.  We have watched as these same lead ers have vi o -
lated our Con sti tu tion and dared the Amer i can peo ple to stop
them.  We have wit nessed the with drawal of our Na tion’s sup -
port for the coun try of Is rael.  WE need to take a clear, bold
stand for TRUTH AND RIGHTEOUSNESS.

One of the most ef fec tive weap ons that we have as
Born-again peo ple is spe cific prayer.  Ev ery Chris tian and
ev ery Con gre ga tion should be storm ing the gates of
Heaven with un ceas ing prayer for our Na tion.  An other ef -
fec tive weapon in our be loved USA at our dis posal for the
res to ra tion of Amer ica is the bal lot box.  If all el i gi ble
Chris tian vot ers would de ter mine to en ter the vot ing booth; 
vot ing not par tic u larly for their pock et book, but con -
science, en light ened by the Holy Spirit, would cast their
bal lots only for can di dates who support and defend biblical 
values; then likely the res to ra tion of USA and be yond.  Oth -
er wise the judg ment of GOD will likely fall on us in what is 
now the in ev i ta ble down fall of our na tion.
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Ed i to rial 
RES

DISTINCT DIFFERENCE
“Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; Who put dark ness for light, and light for

dark ness, Who put bit ter for sweet, and sweet for bit ter!” (Isa iah 5:20) 

“‘Praise the LORD, call upon His name; De clare His 
deeds among the peo ples, Make men tion that His name
is ex alted.  Sing to the LORD, For He has done ex cel lent
things; This is known in all the earth.  Cry out and shout,
O in hab it ant of Zion, For great is the Holy One of Is rael
in your midst!’” Isa iah 12:4b – 6.  

Fairly re cently I was told of a ‘In tern-Pas tor’ from a
relatively con ser va tive ‘church-group’ who said, “All
that is needed for Sal va tion is at ten dance at the Lord’s
Sup per.”  I as sume he in cluded ‘Bap tism’ as well.  

HERESY from the very ‘pit of hell’ and thus the first 
part of this ‘ed i to rial’ we are go ing to deal with Pri mary
Doc trine; which is deal ing with a per son’s
INDIVIDUAL SALVATION!  Even though there may
be a goodly num ber of peo ple com ing to know JESUS as 
their per sonal Sav ior at a given time/lo ca tion: Yet it is on 
an in di vid ual ba sis!   John 3:1-18.  Most cer tainly
JESUS was not ‘talk ing’ about “Bap tism” to
Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews; in this por tion of His
Word; for the New Tes ta ment ‘Bap tism’ was not in sti -
tuted yet!  John 6:35, 37, II Cor. 5:17, Rev e la tion 3:20,
etc., for JESUS came to seek and save the lost – Luke
15:10, Isa iah 64:6, 53:6, “not by works of righ teous ness
which we have done, but ac cord ing to His mercy He
saved us, through the wash ing of re gen er a tion and re -
new ing of the Holy Spirit” Ti tus 3:5.

Clearly I be lieve in ‘In fant Bap tism’ which is ‘bib li -
cal’ as I not only was raised as a “Lu theran”, but def i -
nitely a Lu theran by bib li cal doc trine/con vic tion: but
be ing a Lu theran nor any other de nom i na tion will not
save you or even be ing raised in church for sal va tion it
still is on a per sonal ‘Gift’ and by Grace – Ephe sians
2:8-9, John 1:12-13, 1 John 5:11-13, Joshua 24:15, Mat -
thew 7:13-14. John 10:1-10, v. 3 “‘To him the door -
keeper opens, and the sheep her his voice, and he calls
his own sheep by name and leads them out’”.  Isa iah
43:1-3. God has no-grand chil dren!

It’s non sense to try to even be lieve that ALL roads
lead to Heaven: for Je sus clearly states that no per son
come to God His Fa ther ex cept through Him.  Acts
4:12-13.

When God says ALL have sinned and have come
short of the glory of God: God says ALL be cause He
means ALL and ALL in cludes ALL. 

ALL ‘re li gions’ other than ‘Chris tian ity’ have at
least one ‘do’ in or der to be saved; while Chris tian ity
knows and ex pe ri ences ‘done’ – It is fin ished/com -
pleted, in and through Jesus – Mat thew 1:21.  

The driv ing in flu ence of ‘Mus lims’ is hate, while
Chris tian ity is LOVE.

Sec ondly let’s look at a fine-line but Scrip tur ally the
clear dis tinc tion be tween PRE-DESTINATION AND
FORE-KNOWLEDGE. 

WHEN GOD CREATED Adam & Eve and placed 
them in the ‘Gar den of Eden’; which was a ‘sin less at -
mo sphere’: HE yet gave them a ‘choice/free-will’.  The
hus band and wife were not cre ated at ‘Ro bots’.  Now
‘we’ know that since the fall of man, man is born with a
sin ful na ture and in re al ity un der the in flu ence of Sa tan – 
spir i tu ally dead to wards God.   Man is ‘sin ful’ to the very 
core and does not learn to ‘sin’, but sin is the re sult of a
‘de praved-sin ful heart.’   YET Adam and Eve made a
choice is lis ten ing to and obey ing the “Fa ther of lies.” 
Gen e sis 3:1-15.  AN in no cent life ev i dently had to be
‘killed’/sac ri ficed in or der to pro vide a ‘cov er ing’ for
Adam and Eve.  Cain rose up and killed his brother Abel
which was not God’s will and there are many in ci dents
in the Bi ble and TODAY; ar ti cles which I be lieve are not
(ac cord ing too) God’s will; BUT take place be cause ‘we’ 
live in a sin ful world and are sin ners driven by SIN; such 
as envy, jeal ously, pride, hate, greed, bitterness, etc.

Fairly of ten I hear God is in Con trol!
First of all ‘we’ need a def i ni tion of ‘con trol’ so ‘we’

know ex actly what we are talk ing about!  
(Most cer tainly God is Sov er eign, Al mighty,

All-know ing, ev ery where pres ent, etc.)  Sa tan is
mighty, but GOD is ALMIGHTY!

 Con trol — “To ex er cise au thor i ta tive or dom i nat ing 
in flu ence over; di rect.  Au thor ity or abil ity to man age or
direct”. 

YES, God is in ‘con trol’, but many times He lets
man kind have their own fleshly de sires and as ‘in di vid u -
als’ that is true with also na tions!  

The un re gen er ate per son is an ‘en emy’ of God and
spir i tu ally blind!  He is also his own at tor ney in dis -
agree ing with God.

A true ‘be liever’ has two na tures: the old sin ful na -
ture and a new na ture that is trans planted by God in giv -



The mouth of the just bringeth forth wisdom: 
but the forward (perverse) tongue shall be cut

out.  The lips of the righteous know what is
acceptable.   Proverbs 10:31-32a.

Is it true?  Is it kind?  Does it need to be re peated?  We
would do well to re mem ber these in junc tions be fore we
pass on some bit of new in for ma tion about oth ers.  Oh, the
dam age that has been done to the cause of Christ by those
who are more in trigued by the lives of oth ers than their
own.   Do we want our speech to build up or to tear down? 

To be like choice sil ver or of lit tle worth?  To pass along
empty words or to give our lis ten ers some thing to re mem -
ber?  Ed i fy ing speech is of great worth.

            G. Frear 

Ed i tor’s Note: James 3:1-13.  “Set a guard, O LORD,
over my mouth; Keep watch over the door of my lips.”
Psalm 141:3.   “’Brood of vi pers!  How can you, be ing
evil, speak good things?  For out of the abun dance of the
heart the mouth speaks.’” Mat thew 12:34.
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ing him a New Heart.   These two na tures are in con flict
and it de pends upon which one is on the ‘throne’ and
which on the ‘cross’ in his life; which also de pends upon
which one ‘wins’, de pends upon which one is nur -
tured/fed the most.   As this is true of ‘us’ as ‘in di vid u als’ 
it is also true of our com mu ni ties, churches, na tions. 
REMEMBER ‘we’ live in a sin ful world and even ‘we’
who know JESUS as our per sonal Sav ior are for eign -
ers/strang ers in this ‘sin ful world’ and look ing for ward
to a CITY whose Founder and Maker is God.   What is
true of the in di vid ual is also true of na tions and the ‘di -
rec tion’ na tions go de pends much upon its’ leadership.

‘God is in Con trol’; but that does n’t mean all the evil 
is tak ing place is pleas ing; God-sent and is of God. 
Don’t for get it is ‘in di vid u als’ that make up ‘na tions’! 
“Righ teous ness ex alts a na tion, But sin is as re proach
to any peo ple” Prov erbs 14:34.  “Blessed is the na tion
whose God is the LORD,…Psalm 33-12a.   (Jer e miah
2:11-13) 

I will give you a few ex am ples: In the Old Tes ta ment 
Is rael wanted to be ruled like their hea then neigh bor na -
tions and God let them have a king when He wanted
them to be ruled by prophet(s).  AND as a re sult God
said they would ex pe ri ence ‘weak ness of soul’.  

IN Amos 8, God said there would be a fam -
ine/drought for His WORD; but that is n’t what God re -
ally wants: but in His Fore-knowl edge, He knew
Ananias & Sapphira would LIE and sorely grieve the
Holy Spirit: (Acts 5), YES,  God’s ‘Fore-knowl edge,
but not pre des ti nation’. 

God knew the sin(s) that would be so ram pant in
Lot’s era in Sodom and Go mor rah –  HOMO SEX UAL -
ITY, but this was not God’s will. Gen e sis 19.

In God’s ‘fore-knowl edge’, HE knows in the lat ter
days things will be like in the days of Abra ham and Lot;
but that’s not what He wants!  Gen e sis 6:5, 13, 13:13.

PLEASE do not say when “evil” is prevalent or pre -
vails that God is in con trol; be cause in a cer tain sense the 

sin ful world is, Sa tan and self are!  Be ing God is Sov er -
eign and as He is Al mighty; HE CAN turn bad into good; 
be cause of whom HE is.   

We are liv ing in ‘per il ous times’ and ‘apos tasy/fall -
ing away’ as there are many false proph ets; but the will
of God is “who de sires all men to be saved and to come
to the knowl edge of the truth.” 1 Tim o thy 2:4.   Sa tan is
a ‘de ceiver and a thief’; but JESUS SHED HIS BLOOD 
for the sins of the whole world.  Rev e la tion 12:7-12.

In what ‘we’ call the Lord’s Prayer, we pray ‘lead us
not into temp ta tion’.  Temp ta tion is not SIN, yield ing to
‘temp ta tion’ is!  BUT GOD does not ‘tempt’ us; what
‘we’ are pray ing for here is with His em pow er ment
(Word, Holy Spirit): that ‘we’ be overcomers!  “Blessed
is the man who en dures temp ta tion; for when he has
been ap proved, he will re ceive the crown of life which
the Lord has prom ised to those who love Him.  Let no
one say when he is tempted, ‘I am tempted by God’; for
God can not be tempted by evil, nor does He Him self
tempt any one.”  James 1:12-14, 17.   God is LOVE – no -
tice 1 Co rin thi ans 13:6, Galatians 5:16-26, Romans
8:1-9. 

Please do not ac cuse or be come care less in us ing the
term GOD IS IN CONTROL and falsely im ply it is
God’s fault for sin/evil.

Re mem ber ‘we’ are liv ing in a ‘sin ful world’ and are
sin ners and that GOD does not for ex am ple choose some 
to be saved and oth ers lost; as it cost HIM His very own
SON to die in our stead that ‘we’ might be in Heaven for -
ever with HIM!

IF pre des ti na tion apart from God’s Fore-knowledge
were Scrip tur ally cor rect; why do ‘we’ make an ef fort in
God’s Love to pro claim the WORD to both the saved
and the un saved?  No, we are not forced to obey as ‘ro -
bots’!   

GOD CHANGES NOT!

To be con tin ued in the next is sue of the Morn ing Glory.



From Our Fellowship Circle 

C. Roland, IA
Praise the LORD!  Same-sex Mar riage is wrong as God
cre ated Male and Fe male.

A. T. Se at tle, WA
Thanks for all the good ar ti cles in the Morn ing Glory as
they are needed and you folk are do ing a won der ful work. 
The Lord has blessed you all and me as a reader.  Thanks. 

The Lord has and is good to us – Praise His Name!   

R. S. Ferryville, WI
Thanks for send ing the Morn ing Glory!  Keep up the good
work and send ing out the real Mes sage of God; which nat u -
rally is the Word of God, the Bi ble..

Mrs. D. L. Des Moines, IA 
Dear Friends at Morn ing Glory.

En closed please find a check that has been a long time in
com ing.  As we get older the days just seem to go by in a
flash.  Any way, I’ll be 86 years old and this ta ber na cle of
clay is wear ing out; thus things get harder to do.   I am also
los ing my eye-sight and one eye is to tally blind and the
other get ting more dim…

At the end of No vem ber I’ll be mov ing in with my Son and
Daugh ter-in-law … And I will be do ing some – what they
call a ‘sit ter’ – as he is home-schooled…  I watch over this
Grand son and he watches over me like an old mother hen.  
He is a very in tel li gent and a great Grand son   Phys i cally I
am look ing for ward in not liv ing alone.

My ad dress will be…

I’m wait ing each day for the call “come up hither” and I
know you are also!  It seems to me that it can’t be too far
off!

Thanks again for the Morn ing Glory and I en joy ev ery is -
sue, and read it from cover to cover, and it is such a bless ing
to me along with be ing in for ma tive on other things too!

God Bless you all, 

In Christ,

R. F. Fergus Falls, MN
It is hard to be lieve that we, who re ceive the Morn ing
Glory, don’t re spond with more of our re sources.  I am
guilty of that but now I am en clos ing a gift to help de fray
ex penses that you have each month.  

My gift is in mem ory of my dear sis ter, …who went Home
to be with the Lord on Oc to ber 13, 2015 and she was 91

years old and had lived a won der ful life.   

Thank you for all of the blessed ar ti cles I find on ev ery page 
in your pub li ca tion.  May the Lord bless you in re turn. 

W. M. O. Val ley City, ND
Thank you for such a won der ful Chris tian Mag a zine as I
en joy read ing all the ar ti cles.  

I am send ing a do na tion and please keep send ing it.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Minor Prophets 
By Toby Knutson, Fargo, ND

The read ing of the Mi nor proph ets of the Old Tes ta -
ment give us, who live in Amer ica, quite a “Heads up” as to
what will hap pen to our great Na tion if she con tin ues on her 
path of re ject ing God and the truths found in His Scrip tures.  
For ex am ple, in Nahum 3:1,3 we are told, “Woe to the
bloody city (Nineveh)! It is all full of lies and rob bery; …” 
“…a great num ber of corpses, and there is no end of their
corpses; they stum ble upon their corpses:” It is be com ing
more ev i dent each year (Ed. week/month) that there is more 
slaugh ter in our cit ies of Amer ica in the past num ber of
years than ever in our his tory.  Up un til our ju di cial sys tem
“out lawed” God from our schools, court houses and other
lev els of gov ern ment, vi o lence within our bor ders was sel -
dom in the news.  Our lo cal gov ern men tal agen cies con -
tinue to is sue li quor li censes with a fee ble warn ing to the
po ten tial con sum ers to “drink re spon si bly”.   The Prophet
Habakkuk pens these words in Chap ter 2:5, “…he
transresseth by wine, he is a proud man, nei ther keepeth at
home…”  (Ed. Also note Chap ter 2:15-17).

With the spir i tual dumbing down of our na tion we can
readily see that the back bone speak ing of Scrip tural
truths, as a so ci ety, has turned into a “po lit i cally cor rect
speak” men tal ity.  Well, my Oh my, we could go on and on 
about the un godly is sues lack ing and con sum ing our be -
loved Amer ica.  How ever, the prophet Mi cah gives to us
won der ful news that has come to pass many years hence,
“But thou Beth le hem Ephrata, though thou be lit tle
among the thou sands of Ju dah, yet out of thee shall He
come forth unto Me that is to be ruler in Is rael; whose
goings forth have been from of old, from ev er last ing.”
The prophet Habakkuk also says in Chap ter 2:4b “…the
just shall live by his faith”.  So there is hope in our risen
and re turn ing Lord Je sus Christ.  Praise ye the Lord.
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Believable…Yet Unbelievable

The Coded Message Obama Delivers
When He Says Isil Instead Of Isis 

When re fer ring to the Mus lim ter ror super-group
ISIS, United States Pres i dent Barack Obama will use the
term ISIL in stead of their for mer name ISIS or cur rent
name Is lamic State…

DECODING OBAMA’S SPEECH REVEALS
SOME STARTLING REVELATIONS 

“And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him
that curseth thee: and in thee shall all fam i lies of the earth
be blessed.” Gen e sis 12:3 (KJV)

In one press con fer ence af ter an other, when re fer ring
to the Mus lim ter ror super-group ISIS, United States Pres -
i dent Barack Obama will use the term ISIL in stead of their
for mer name ISIS or cur rent name Is lamic State.  Have
you ever won dered about that?  We have.

ISIL stands for the Is lamic State of Iraq and Lev ant. 
Now, to us West ern ers we don’t re ally make much of a dis -
tinc tion, do we?  No, hon estly from our per spec tive it’s all
about the same.  But how would a Mus lim liv ing in the
Mid dle East view it?  Just what is the Lev ant any way? 
Let’s take a look.

The geo graph ical term LEVANT re fers to a multi-na -
tion re gion in the Mid dle East.  It’s a land bridge be tween
Tur key in the north and Egypt to the south.  If you look on
a map, how ever, in the near ex act mid dle of the na tions
that com prise the Lev ant, guess what you see?  Come, on
guess!  It’s Is rael.

WHEN BARACK OBAMA REFERS OVER AND
OVER TO THE ISLAMIC STATE AS ISIL, HE IS
SENDING A MESSAGE TO MUSLIMS ALL OVER
THE MIDDLE EAST THAT HE PERSONALLY DOES
NOT RECOGNIZE ISRAEL AS A SOVEREIGN
NATION, BUT AS TERRITORY BELONGING TO THE 
ISLAMIC STATE. 

Now you know why Obama says that he has no plan,
no goal, and no stated aim for deal ing with ISIS.  But he
does have a plan, and it’s a re ally nasty, di a bol i cal one.
Obama’s plan is to drag his feet for as long as he can do ing
only the bare min i mum that Con gress forces him to do. 
His “plan” is to buy ISIS as much time as pos si ble to make
as many gains as they can. 

Lis ten as Obama pains tak ingly spells out the let ters
I-S-I-L so there is no doubt in your mind:   And it’s work -
ing.

The Is lamic State has gar nered mil lions of dol lars, a
vast cache of weap ons, and in their lat est foray have cap -
tured Syr ian fighter jets.  With each pass ing day that

Obama ful fills his stated aim of do ing noth ing, the Is lamic 
State grows by leaps and bounds.  The ul ti mate goal, of
course, has not changed and will never change.

THE ULTIMATE GOAL IS THE DESTRUCTION
OF ISRAEL. 

Now you know a lit tle bit more why Obama chooses
his words so care fully, and what’s re ally in a name. 
Shake speare had it right.

Ed i tor’s Note: The above in for ma tion is from Con ser va -
tive Byte Alerts, 11/19/15 – ‘re mem ber’ this is a copy of
the ma te rial al ready stated – Check It Out!?!?!? If this is
‘true’ – HORRIBLE – MAY GOD HAVE ‘MERCY’
UPON “US”!–  ‘We the Peo ple”.

Guns used by San Bernardino shoot ers were bought
le gally in the USA, an ATF spokes man said.  The city of
Chi cago has the strict est ‘Gun-Con trol’ mea sures in the
en tire USA, and yet has one of the most dan ger ous (per -
cent age ways) of ‘fa tal shoot ings’! 

A Mus lim group (CAIR) praises Pres i dent Obama on
Is lam and Gun Con trol Speech and there is also a plan in
the ‘mak ing’ to BANKRUPT the USA – Maybe through
‘Cli mate Con trol’ fi nan cial fund ing!

The re ac tion to Jerry Falwell Jr.’s com ments on en -
cour ag ing stu dents at Lib erty Uni ver sity to be armed in
case there is a ISIS at tack at the School had led to a great
deal of theo log i cal and po lit i cal angst.  BUT take a
‘good-look’ at Ex o dus 22:1-4, Prov erbs 25:26, Mat thew
24:43, Luke 11:21, 22:36-38, John 18:10, Mat thew 26:51, 
Luke 22:50, 10:29-37.  

GOD has clearly told us in His Eter nal Word, the Bi -
ble, that WE are to pray for our “en e mies” as ‘they’ also
will spend all-eter nity in ei ther Heaven or Hell!  Most cer -
tainly, not that evil should suc ceed, but for their sal va -
tion in and through Je sus ONLY!

BE SURE TO PRAY ‘SPECIALLY’ FOR “WE THE
Peo ple” (Na tion), THAT GOD WILL EXTEND HIS
MERCY UPON US AND THAT ‘WE’ MIGHT REPENT
OF OUR SIN AND TURN BACK TO OUR LIVING
GOD!

En cour age ment: re mem ber Abra ham, Jo nah, Eli jah,
Es ther, Jer e miah, Paul, Mar tin Lu ther, Hans Neilsen
Hauge, Wes ley Broth ers, Spurgeon, Billy Sunday, D. L.
Moody, etc.

PLEASE READ THE ENTIRE CHAPTER OF 1
THESSALONIANS 5!
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Christian Teachers in Kenya Quit in Fear 
of Attacks

At least 95 schools in Kenya were forced to shut their
doors af ter 2,000 teach ers quit over fears of at tacks by Is -
lamic ex trem ists.  These schools will be closed in def i -
nitely, and 500 oth ers are at risk of clos ing as they suf fer
from the lack of fac ulty members.

Most of the teachers who re signed were Chris tians
and feared be ing tar geted by ter ror ists af ter Al Shabaab
mil i tants at tacked Chris tian stu dents at Garissa Uni ver sity 
in April.  In the at tack, four Al Shabaab mil i tants shot and
killed 148 Chris tian stu dents.  The ter ror ists sep a rated
Chris tian stu dents from Mus lim stu dents in the
methodical slaughter.   

The Church Around the World, September, 2015.

Paris Attacks

The Paris At tacks (11/15) took place amidst strict gun
con trol laws and an open bor der!

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Order and Steadfastness 

“For though I be absent in the flesh, yet am I
with you in the spirit, joying and beholding your 

order, and the steadfastness of your faith in
Christ.  Colossians 2:5

Ap par ently, the church at Colossae had a rep u ta tion
for struc ture.  No doubt godly el ders kept vig i lance on
their be half.  Per haps they were guided by the clear rules
in Prov erbs 4:20-26.

· “In cline thine ear unto my say ings.”
· “Keep them in the midst of thine heart.”
· “Keep thy heart with all dil i gence.”
· “Put away from thee a for ward mouth.”
· “Let thine eyes look right on.”
·  “Pon der the path of thy feet.”
·  “Let all thy ways be es tab lished.”

There was an ob vi ous stead fast ness to their faith – a
“stiff ened” and even “ob sti nate” faith, as the Greek term
im plies.  These be liev ers were not babes in Christ, nor
were they eas ily swayed by “en tic ing words” (Colossians
2:4).  But as im por tant as those at trib utes were, it was nec -
es sary to ex tend the church at mo sphere and func tion into a 
life style that each mem ber em braced (Colossians 2:6).

The reader may re mem ber that the dis ci ples were first
la beled “Chris tians” in Antioch (Acts 11:26).  The name
was meant as a de rog a tory com ment, but it was given be -

cause the life styles of Christ’s fol low ers re flected His
teachings.

The ba sis for this iden tity is “that God is light, and in
him is no dark ness at all.  If we say that we have fel low -
ship with him, and walk in dark ness, we lie, and do not
prac tice the truth: But if we walk in the light, as he is in the 
light, we have fel low ship one with an other, and the blood
of Je sus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin” (1 John
5-7).  “Ye were some times dark ness, but now are ye light
in the Lord: walk as chil dren of light” (Ephe sians 5:8).

          Henry M. Mor ris, Ph.D. 

Days of Praise, Institute for Creation Research
© Copyright, 2015, Permission Granted.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

“Strengthen, O God, that which thou has
wrought for us.”  Psalm 68:28

IT is our wis dom, as well as our ne ces sity, to be seech
God con tin u ally to strengthen that which HE has wrought
in us.  It is be cause of their ne glect in this, that many
Chris tians may blame them selves for those tri als and af -
flic tions of spirit which arise from un be lief.  It is true that
Sa tan seeks to flood the fair gar den of the heart and make
it a scene of des o la tion, but it is also true that many Chris -
tians leave open the sluice -gates them selves, and let in the 
dread ful de luge through care less ness and want of prayer
to their strong Helper.  We of ten for get that the Au thor of
our faith must be the Pre server of it also.  The lamp which
was burn ing in the tem ple was never al lowed to go out, but 
it had to be daily re plen ished with fresh oil of grace, and
we can only ob tain this from God Him self.  Fool ish vir -
gins we shall prove, if we do not se cure the needed sus te -
nance for our lamps.  He who built the world up holds it, or
it would fall in one tre men dous crash; He who made us
Chris tians must main tain us by His Spirit, or our ruin will
be speedy and fi nal.  Let us, then, eve ning by eve ning, go
to our Lord for the grace and strength we need.  We have a
strong ar gu ment to plead, for it is His own work of grace
which we ask Him to strengthen – “that which Thou hast
wrought for us.”  Do you think you He will fail to pro tect
and sus tain that?  Only take hold of His strength, and all
the pow ers of dark ness, led on by the mas ter fiend of hell,
can not cast a cloud or shadow over your joy and peace  
Why faint when you may be strong?  Why suf fer de feat
when you may con quer?  Oh! Take your wa ver ing faith
and droop ing graces to Him who can re vive and re plen ish
them, and ear nestly pray, “Strengthen, O God, that which
thou hast wrought for us.” 

Morning & Evening, by Charles Spurgeon, Hendrickson
Publishers, Inc.  Copyright © 1991
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SOMETHING YOU 
WILL NEVER ESCAPE!

For many years I have prayed ev ery day, “Lord, give
me a bur den for un saved peo ple.  This con cern for the un -
saved is of ten non-ex is tent with many be cause, by na ture,
we are self ish and self-cen tered.  But this is what the
LORD laid upon my heart when I was read ing the Bi ble. 
God speaks to us through His Word.  This is what I was re -
minded of.  “When ever you re ceive a mes sage from me
(God says) pass it on to the peo ple im me di ately.  IF I
warn the wicked, say ing, ‘You are un der the pen alty of
death,’ but you fail to de liver the warn ing, they will die in 
their sins.  And I will hold you re spon si ble, de mand ing
your blood for theirs.  If you warn them and they keep on
sin ning and re fuse to re pent, they will die in their sin. 
But you will have saved your life be cause you did what
you were told to do”(1).  

It was one night this week that I woke up early in the
morn ing, and the Lord gave me these thoughts.  Write a
let ter and send it to those of your ac quain tances that are
un saved, so that is what I am do ing with this let ter.

I have been think ing and pray ing about how I could
say this to you in a car ing way.  Even though I have known 
you for some time, yet I have not had an open con ver sa -
tion with you about spir i tual things.  It just has n’t worked
out so I thought I would like to write this let ter and send it
to you.  

I am a be liever in Je sus Christ, He is my Lord and Sav -
ior.  I want to talk very openly with you about Bib li cal
things to day.  The Bi ble says there is a place called heaven
that God of fers to those who ac cept Him as their per sonal
Sav ior and there a place called hell for those who re ject
Him (Je sus).  (As you see, God had YOU in mind for the
‘gift’ of Sal va tion, as Sal va tion is a per sonal ‘gift’).  God’s 
Word speaks of “God and Sa tan,” what is “right and
wrong,” and many other things like this all through out the
Scrip tures.  I want to tell you about ‘the good and bad’ to -
day!  I know you may not want to hear or even  think about 
what your fu ture holds, but it in volves you as well as me
di rectly.  The Bi ble says it like this, “And as it is a ap -
pointed unto men once to die, but af ter this the judg -
ment.” (2). No one is go ing to get around this fact.  We can
try to ex cuse it away, but that does n’t nul lify the truth.  We
all know of peo ple that have al ready died.  Je sus said:
“But I’ll tell you whom to fear: Fear God, who has the
power to kill peo ple and then throw them into hell” (3). 
Do you know that Je sus talked more about hell in the Bi -
ble than He did about heaven?  Je sus tries to warn as many
peo ple as he could, that hell is a real and ter ri ble place.  
The Bi ble speaks of hell in this way:  in hell peo ple “shall
be tor mented day and night for ever and ever” (4).  If you

hon estly think of what God’s Word says about hell, a sen -
si ble per son would say to them selves: “I don’t want to go
to hell and spend eter nity in tor ment.”  Should n’t we hon -
estly ask our selves:  “How can I omit go ing to hell?  How
can we get it right with God?”  He is the only one who can
res cue and save us!  Ask the LORD who has “the keys to
death and hell,” HOW can I get it right with You?”

Here is the “Good News.”  I want to quote a verse you
should know.  “For God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only be got ten Son, that who so ever be liev eth in him
should not per ish, but have eter nal life.” (5). I don’t
know if you re al ize it, but this is why Je sus came.  He
came be cause we are all sin ners, and we are con demned to
hell be cause of SIN.  We are all un der the judg ment of
God’s wrath un less we get our sins for given.  That’s why
God wants you to know that Je sus came and died on the
Cross for you and me.  He took your sin and my sin upon
him self.  No tice what it says in this next Bi ble verse.  “He
is the sac ri fice for our sins.  He takes away not only our
sins but the sins of all the world.” (6). It can’t get any
better than this!  Think of this a lit tle bit.  He is will ing to
take all your sin that you have com mit ted in thought, word 
or deed, and HE pays (paid) the price “for your sin.”  You
did n’t even ask him to do it, but that’s what He did!  That’s 
why God asks us to con fess our sin.  Ask Him to take over
your life so He can change you and make you a new per -
son.  Yes, Je sus says, we must be “born again.”  That’s
what hap pens when He moves into our life.  

This is God’s proc la ma tion: “For the wages of sin is
death, but the free gift of God is eter nal life through Christ
Je sus our Lord.” (7). Are you aware of the fact, that death
and hell is the only thing that can pay for the price for sin. 
God’s Word says; “The per son who sins will be the one
who dies.” (8). You see, that’s why “Je sus took our
place.”  He died and went to hell in stead of you.  The
LORD God tells you that Je sus paid the price for all your
sin!  Do you want your sins for given?  You can re ceive
for give ness right now, if you “con fess your sin to Je sus.” 
He’s the One who paid the price for your sins.  That’s why
God says: “But if we con fess our sins to him, he is faith ful
and just to for give us and to cleanse us from ev ery wrong
(sin)” (9).  Is n’t that “Good News?”  God’s Word con tin -
ues with a sim i lar thought when He says: “I am writ ing to
you, my dear chil dren, be cause your sins have been for -
given be cause of Je sus.” (10). WOW!  It’s all taken care of, 
just “ask for for give ness.”

Are YOU will ing to ac cept JESUS to day as your Lord 
and Sav ior?  If your an swer is “yes”, pray this sim ple sin -
ner’s prayer that I have writ ten or some thing sim i lar to it. 
Pray with a sin cere heart!

“Dear LORD Je sus,  I want to con fess my sin be fore
you now.  (right now, con fess all known sin be fore Him.) 
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LORD, you tell me if I con fess my sin, you are will ing to
for give me of all sin.  Thank you for do ing that.  Je sus,
help me to turn my back on sin ful things.  I can’t do this in
my own strength.  I need your Holy Spirit to re mind me
and help me.  I need you in my life!  With out your help I
will fall back into sin ful things again.  Change me LORD,
help me, lead me, thank you be cause you want to save me.  
I pray that you will re veal your self to me through your
Holy Word, the Bi ble.  Help me to un der stand your Word
as I read it.  Amen.

If you want to talk to some one about your spir i tual sit -
u a tion, ask a be liever in Christ to help you.  A Spir i tual
per son will gladly help you get it right with the Lord.  I
pray that you will re spond as the Spirit of God draws you
to Jesus.

Greetings from Pastor Willmore Gundersen,
Fergus Falls, MN

The verses I re ferred to above are: (1) Ezekiel
3:16b-18.  (2) He brews 9:27.  (3) Luke 12:5.  (4) Rev e la -
tion 20:10b.  (5) John 3:16.  (6). 1 John 2:2.  (7) Romans
6:23.  (8) Ezekiel 18:4b.  (9) 1 John 1:9.  (10) John 2:12. 

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Eli perceived that the LORD 
had called the child.

1 Sam uel 3:8b

Eli rec og nized that God was in the call to Sam uel. 
That may seem like a fun da men tal ob ser va tion but it was
crit i cal to a young man with very lit tle spir i tual ex pe ri -
ence.  We need lead ers of such dis cern ment to day!  As ma -
ture be liev ers who are get ting older, we need to im mense
our selves in mentoring the next gen er a tion – and all that
that in volves.  It will be chal leng ing.  It will take time.  But 
it is a great ne ces sity.  God wants us to pre pare His work -
ers for the next sit u a tion and the next gen er a tion.  May we
not let this divine trust slip. 

         Nor man Craig Funston 
O use me, Lord, use even me,
Just as Thou wilt, and when, and where,
Un til Thy blessed face I see – 
Thy rest, Thy joy, Thy glory share.
         Fran ces Ridley Havergal 

Ed i tor’s Note: There is a state ment that goes like this:
I am old enough now that I think I have some ‘an swers’;
but I can’t find any one to lis ten”!  There seems to be more
‘truth’ in that phrase than hu mor.   WHY???  WHY? Is it
that in even Bib li cal Con gre ga tions you see and hear the
‘el der’ pushed out of ‘lead er ship po si tions’ and sort of put

on the shelf.   Be cause we are not lis ten ing!  1 Tim o thy
3:3:1-13, 5:17-20, Ti tus chap ter one and chap ter two. 
“But as for you, speak the things which are proper for
sound doc trine, that the older men be so ber, rev er ent,
tem per ate, sound in faith, in love, in pa tience; the older
women like wise…” vv. 1-3a. 

ISN’T this also ‘True’ when it co mes to the call ing of
an “Evan ge list” and con duct ing/hold ing ‘evan ge lis tic
meet ings’ in the ‘church’?

Frank, but TRUE!!!  ARE YOU “Lis ten ing”? 
NOTICE how the ‘early church’ op er ated in the Book of
ACTS!!

HOW WE NEED a prayed down – God Sent
REVIVAL in our midst and through out our be loved
USA! 

“Wilt thou not re vive us again: that thy peo ple may re -
joice in thee?” Psalm 85:6.

There are a num ber of “God Sent” Re viv als re corded
in God’s Holy Book, the BIBLE!  For ex am ple: UNDER
Mo ses, Sam uel, Eli jah, He ze kiah, Ezra, Josiah, and
Nehemiah in the Old Tes ta ment.  It is very sig nif i cant,
how ever, that each ‘re vival’ was cen tered around the
Word of God.  

Anal y sis of all of the other re viv als will re veal that
they also were based on re cep tion and ac cep tance of
God’s Word, the Bible. 

There may be other in gre di ents in these ‘re viv als’, but 
the Word of God was al ways the fun da men tal foun da tion,
and there can be no real true and last ing re vival with out it. 
In our ‘day’ the need for a Heaven Sent Re vival is so very
im por tant and so des per ate, that we first need to get back
to a se ri ous study of the Holy Scrip tures, and seek ing to
obey the same out of LOVE for and unto JESUS!

FOR THOSE WHO DO NOT THINK WE
DESPERATELY NEED A HEAVEN SENT
REVIVAL; I AM CONCERNED THAT THEY MAY
BE IN A COMPLACENT LUKEWARM ZONE!
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His grace is suf fi cient

No one can ex haust it;

Be strong in that grace

Abun dant and true.

Draw largely, con tin u ally out of 
His full ness;

His grace shall be al ways suf fi cient for you.



Testimony of how God Works!
The work ing ‘theme’ of our life has been Evan ge lism

and Mis sions.  
While in my 2nd year of Sem i nary in 1950, Ruby and I

were in vited to travel with Evan ge list Clar ence Haaland
and his wife, Mary.  We each pulled a house-trailer and two
sin gle girls drove his truck with the tent and chairs for our
meet ings.  The girls, with Ruby, formed a good trio and I
was the song leader.   We trav eled with Evangelist Haaland
that sum mer to four states and many souls came to know
Christ as their per sonal Sav ior.

How did I first come to ex pe ri ence that God uses His
Word to change lives?  Of course, I knew that from my own
con ver sion at the age of 17.  Shortly there af ter, in the midst
of the Sec ond World War, I joined the Navy and af ter train -
ing was sent as a sig nal man to New Guinea and as signed to
a Land ing Craft Ship with Gen eral McArthur’s 7th. Fleet,
then ready to in vade the Phil ip pine Is lands.  We spent nine
months oc cu py ing var i ous is lands and were then sent to
Oki nawa to join the Fleet that was about to in vade Ja pan. 
The two Atomic bombs were dropped, Ja pan sur ren dered
and our ships spread all over Ja pan with oc cu pa tion troops. 
Sev eral of our LCT ships har bored in “Sassebo”, Ja pan’s
most southernly large Na val base.  On shore in many bar -
racks were hun dreds of ma rines and sol diers.  Chap lains
had ar ranged for large Sat ur day night meet ings.  As a Sig -
nal man I was al lowed to send in for ma tion and in vi ta tions to 
many ships.  

Re turn ing from a Sat ur day eve ning meet ing with a
sailor named Ernie Gilmore from a sis ter ship, I asked him
if he died, did he have the as sur ance that he would go to
Heaven?  He said he was n’t sure.  As we reached my ship I
in vited Ernie to let me show him some prom ises in the Bi -
ble, which is God’s Word.  The only pri vate place was in the 
“paint-locker” (room), but it had no lights.  How ever, I had
been us ing the “Nav i ga tor Mem ory Sys tem” and knew the
Gos pel prom ises by heart.  

We en tered the pitch dark room, I shared, we prayed,
and Ernie came to as sur ance of his Sal va tion.  

A few days later Ernie’s Ship got or ders and left, soon
our ship also left.  

Now fast-for ward 10 years.  
Ruby and I had just fin ished Mis sion ary lan guage

school in Campinas, Brazil.  We were packed and ready to
move some 500 miles into the Fron tier and be gin our
church plant ing min is try.  We thought that I should go into
the City and check for the last time if we had any mail.  

The Post Of fice build ing was very large and as I
walked along I heard someone call out my name: “Abel,
Abel, is that you?”  I looked and re sponded, “Yes and are
you Ernie Gilmore?”  Sure enough, he had got ten a lit tle
heavier; but it was Ernie.  I asked, “What are you do ing in

Brazil?”  He said:  “I’m here as a Pres by te rian Mis sion ary
ready to start Lan guage school.  Abel, a lot has hap pened in
my life since we prayed in the paint-locker, but God has
never let go of me, and now I’m here to serve Him.”  I’m
sure I re sponded with some thing like: Praise the Lord!  
Ernie came out as a sin gle man, later mar ried and served
many years in north Brazil.

It is not of ten that God shows the fruit of shar ing His
Word, but we must share His Word any way and leave the
re sults with Him!  Has He not prom ise: “So shall My word
be that goes forth from My mouth; It shall not re turn to
Me empty.  But it shall ac com plish what I please and it
shall pros per in the thing for which I sent it.” Isa iah 55:11.

The fol low ing is one out line from the “Nav i ga tors” that
we have used over the years to help hun dreds of peo ple to
come to As sur ance of their Sal va tion:   1)  Fact of Sin – Rom. 
3:23.  2)  Pen alty of Sin – Rom. 6:23.  3)  Pen alty paid by
Christ – Rom. 5:6, 8.  4)  Sal va tion a free Gift – Eph. 2:8-9. 
5)  The Gift Must Be Re ceived – John 1:12, Rev. 3:20.

Af ter shar ing these verses of fer to lead them in prayer
and ask them to pray out loud with you.  Who knows what
the Holy Spirit will do so we share His Word.  Yes, on oc ca -
sion He may even be so gra cious as to show us His fruit.

Sincerely, Pastor John & Ruby Abel

THOU LOVEST ME 

Grant me, O Lord, a heart con tent,
To face each trial as it is sent.
That I may see in all Thy ways,
A love that gov erns all my days.

Save me from doubt and dark de spair.
Teach me to trust Thy ten der care, 
The dis tant scene I would not see, 
Suf fice to know Thou lovest me.

Thy love so vast, so full, so free, 
That reaches down to even me, 
In this as sur ance I am blest,
No mat ter what may be the test.   

I can not drift be yond Thy care,
In ev ery bur den Thou wilt share,
Grant me this rest of faith, dear Lord, 
Ac cord ing to Thy pre cious Word.

Open mine eyes that I may see,
Each prom ise writ ten there for me;
When Thou dost speak, at tune my ear,
That I might hear Thy ac cents clear. — Wal ter Vater
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“As far as the east is from the west, so far
hath He removed our transgressions from

us.” Ps. 103:12.

Sin is any thing con trary to the will of God. Our hearts
are full of sin and they need to be cleansed by the blood of
Je sus.  We are apt to go against God’s will – that is sin. 
God in vites sin ners to come to Him and to con fess their
sins.  Then He re moves and blots out their trans gres sions
for His name’s sake.  This He does “as far as the east is
from the west.”  That is very, very far, and God will re -
mem ber them no more.

A school teacher in Lon don kept re cord of all the mis -
chief his boys in the class did.  One day, af ter a good
heart-to-heart talk with this boy, the teacher went out into
the school yard and built a bon fire.  Then he took his re -
cord-book and threw it into the flames, while the boys stood 
around and re joiced be cause their re cords were burnt up
for ever.  The boys loved their teacher more af ter this.

God is like that teacher.  He does not want any sin to
come be tween Him self and us.  Let us con fess our sins to
Him, and He will wash them away.

Lord, let us be Thine for ever, and may we never try to
hide from Thee.  Help us to con fess our sins.  Then let us
re joice more and more in the for give ness of sin.  In Je sus’
name we pray.  Amen.

Let me be Thine for ever, my gra cious God and Lord, 
May I for sake Thee never, nor wan der from Thy Word:
Pre serve me from the mazes of er ror and dis trust, 
And I shall sing Thy praises for ever with the just.

This ‘fam ily’ de vo tional book called Al tar Steps by
Pas tor R. P. Haakonson is avail able through the Hauge Lu -
theran Innermission Fed er a tion for a do na tion of eight
dol lars, plus two dol lars for han dling and ship ping. 

True Love vs. Self-Love 

J.B.Phillips gives these def i ni tions which con trast
with one an other greatly: one of them, from 1 Cor. 13 de -
fines what love is; the other, a def i ni tion of the op po site of
Chris tian love, which is, strangely enough, not hate… but
love turned in upon it self.  Here they are: 

“LOVE suf fers long and is kind: love does not envy;
love does not pa rade it self, is not puffed up; does not be -
have rudely, does not seek its own, is not pro voked, thinks
no evil; does not re joice in in iq uity, but re joices in the
truth, bears all things, be lieves all things, hope all things,
en dures all things.  Love never fails.”

“SELF-LOVE is im pa tient and un char i ta ble, and is a
mass of jeal ousy; it keeps all its goods in the shop win dow, 
and cher ishes in flated ideas of its own im por tance. 

Self-love has a se cret sym pa thy with sin and is al ways
rather scared of the plain truth.  It must never be put upon,
it is sus pi cious and cyn i cal and has lit tle power of en dur -
ance.  Self-love has lit tle con sid er ation for oth ers, is al -
ways out for ‘Num ber One’; it is touchy and highly
crit i cal of other peo ple’s con duct.  Self-love soon tires of
do ing good.

If we are hon est, we can eas ily see how much of the
sec ond def i ni tion there is in our selves… Je sus Christ calls
for a def i nite de nial of the de sires and im pulses of the
self-love that is in all of us, and a will ing ness to be guided
and in spired by the power of true, not sen ti men tal, love. 
Chris tians be lieve, and have proved, that God gives the
abil ity to ef fect the change-over, once the de ci sion to be
done with self-love is sin cerely made.”         Se lected

Hu man Good ness Fails 

Many peo ple do not un der stand why God can not ac -
cept hu man char ac ter as a ba sis for sal va tion.  The nat u ral
mind, ac cus tomed to weigh ing all mat ters by purely hu -
man stan dards, can not un der stand that God must re ject
hu man good ness be cause it comes from a heart that is
fallen.  An an ec dote about lit tle Jimmy fur nishes a good
ex am ple: He was be ing ad mired be cause he had crawled
out on the ice and res cued a play mate who had fallen
through.  “Tell us, my boy, how you were brave enough to
risk your life to save your friend,” said an old lady.  “I had
to,” was his breath less an swer.  “He had my skates on.”  If
we are hon est with our selves, we will re al ize that very of -
ten our acts of good ness, down un der neath, have a self ish
mo tive.

Power
Ed i tor’s Note: “For who ever shall keep the whole law,
and yet stum ble in one point, he is guilty of all.” James
2:10.  Ex am ple: “There fore, to him who knows to do good
and does not do it, to him it is sin.”  James 2:10.  God says
so and that set tles it!
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Woe unto you who call evil good, and good evil…therefore.
as the fire devours the stubble, and the flame consumes the
chaff, so their root will be rottenness, and their blossom will 

ascend like dust; because they have rejected the law of the
Lord of hosts, and despised the word of the Holy one of

Israel. (Isa. 5:20,24)



Will God Judge Islam?
“Woe to the bloody city…” (Nahum 3:1)

We have seen the sense less kill ing, the ruth less
be-head ings and the mer ci less plots car ried out against in -
no cent peo ple.  At home and abroad, peo ple es pous ing Is -
lam as their re li gion are at war with any one who is
con trary to them.  They kill, mur der and maim with no re -
gard for hu man life, oth ers or even their own.  How long
will this car nage go on?  If these peo ple have their way, it
will con tinue un til all the world bows the knee to Al lah, 
ev ery tongue con fesses Mu ham mad as their prophet and
vows to fol low the teach ings of Is lam.  These peo ple have
vowed to the death that this is what they will do.  Does
God just sit by idly while this sort of may hem oc curs
against even women and chil dren?  Will God judge Is lam
for their acts of ter ror?

Well, Is lam is not the first na tion that has re sorted to
ruth less ter ror to de vour and con trol other coun tries.  In
Old Tes ta ment times, an other na tion that was ruth less in
blood shed was As syria.

Ashur-nasir-pal was king of As syria from 883 to
859 BC.  Dur ing his reign he em barked on a vast
pro gram of ex pan sion … then in vad ing Aram
(mod ern Syria), con quer ing the Aramaeans and
neo Hit tites be tween the Khabur and the Eu phra -
tes Rivers. His harsh ness prompted a re volt that
he crushed de ci sively in a pitched, two-day bat tle. 
Ac cord ing to his mon u ment in scrip tion, while re -
call ing this mas sa cre he says, “their men, young
and old, I took pris on ers. Of some I cut off their
feet and hands; of oth ers I cut off the ears, noses
and lips; of the young men’s ears I made a heap; of 
the old men’s heads I made a min a ret. I ex posed
their heads as a tro phy in front of their city. The
male chil dren and the fe male chil dren I burned in
flames; the city I de stroyed, and con sumed with
fire”.1

Well, it was to this very coun try that God sent Jo nah;
in fact, to the very cap i tal, Nineveh.  God said, “… their
wick ed ness has come up be fore Me.” (Jo nah 1:2)  God did
not just sit idly by when great atroc i ties were be ing done
against peo ple.  But His first ac tion was to of fer them for -
give ness, which sounds in cred u lous, but this is the Love
of God to fallen man kind.  Be fore He sends fi nal judg -
ment, He of fers an op por tu nity for peo ple to amend their
ways and avoid the great judg ment.

Jo nah’s proc la ma tion to this wicked city was this: 
“Yet forty days and Nineveh will be over thrown.” (Jo nah
3:4)  The city, from the king on down, re pented be fore the
Lord.  “Both man and beast must be cov ered in sack cloth
and ashes; and let men call on God ear nestly that each
may turn from his wicked way and from the vi o lence which 
is in his hands.” (Jo nah 3:8)  This is the heart of true re -
pen tance be fore the Lord:  They ac knowl edged their
wrong and turned away from it.  In re sponse to this
heart-felt re pen tance,  “…God re lented con cern ing the
ca lam ity which He had de clared He would bring upon
them.” (Jo nah 3:10)  So even the most blood- thirsty and
ruth less peo ple can re pent and change be fore the Lord. 
There is hope for those who are caught up in Is lam!

How ever, their re pen tance was short lived.  The re -
pen tance un der Jo nah took place about 760 B.C, and the
book of Nahum predicts the de struc tion of Nineveh which
took place in 612 B.C by the Bab y lo nians.  In about 150
years, the peo ple of Nineveh for got what hap pened be -
tween them and the Lord and re verted back to their hor rid
ways of blood shed and mur der.

Now God was go ing to judge them and judge them se -
verely.  As ruth less as Nineveh was against oth ers is how
ruth less God would be against them.  “Also her small chil -
dren were dashed to pieces.” (Nahum 3:10)  As the
Assyrians de voured even small chil dren, so the Lord had
the in vad ing na tion de vour her chil dren.

Will God judge Is lam?  He will judge any na tion or
peo ple who act wick edly.  The tim ing of when He does this
is in His de cree.  In ter est ingly enough, God used As syria as
a scourge against Is rael when they turned away from Him.
“Woe to As syria, the rod of My an ger and the staff in whose
hands is My in dig na tion.  I send it against a god less na tion
and com mis sion it against the peo ple of My fury, to cap ture
booty and to seize plun der, and to tram ple them down like
mud in the streets.” (Isa. 10:5-6)  The Assyrians in vaded
the North ern King dom of Is rael and took them cap tive in
722 B.C.  So be fore God judges them, He used them as a
means of chas tis ing His own peo ple.  Per haps the Lord is
us ing Is lam in the same way against the na tions of the
world, in clud ing our own.  Have you no ticed that the in -
crease in ter ror ism around the world has come at the same
time as the wide-spread ac cep tance of ho mo sex u al ity?  De -
liv er ance will only come if we re pent and come back to
Him.  Will we?

14

1 Wikkipedia



“A jeal ous and aveng ing God is the Lord; The Lord is
aveng ing and wrath ful.  The Lord takes ven geance on His
ad ver sar ies, and He re serves wrath for His en e mies.  The
Lord is slow to an ger and great in power, and the Lord will 
by no means leave the guilty un pun ished.” (Nahum 1:2-3)

Pastor Jim Haga
Shoreview, MN

And his dis ci ples say unto him, Whence should we

have so much bread in the wil der ness, as to fill so

great a mul ti tude? Mat thew 15:33.

This state ment, when ex am ined in the con text of
Matthew’s gos pel, is in cred i ble.  It was n’t long be fore this
in ci dent that the Lord had sat is fied a greater com pany of
peo ple with even less pro vi sions and yet the dis ci ples
won dered how the cur rent prob lem could be re solved. 
Sadly, we are not better.  We see the Lord work in our lives
in a re mark able way one day and then lose faith in His
abil ity the next.  O me of lit tle faith!

          Brian Rus sell
Prove Him!  He is God eter nal, an un chang ing

Friend, 
With a love that never knoweth bound or end.
          Au thor Un known 

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Jesus…said unto her, Martha, Martha, thou
art careful and troubled about many things.

Oc ca sionally there are days when ev ery thing wants to 
go wrong.  Vance Havner com mented on such times as,
“be ing vexed by the mos qui toes of petty care.” Small ir ri -
ta tions spring up un awares to gnaw at us.  If al lowed to
fes ter they cre ate big ger is sues.  It is in ter est ing that some
are able to en dure a big trial better than small an noy ances.  
Havner also said, “It may take more grace at the break fast
ta ble than at the Lord’s ta ble on Sunday morn ing.”  When
a peev ish spirit threat ens, may we be quick to turn
Godward.  He pro vides grace for the mo ment.

“Thou wilt keep him in per fect peace, whose mind is
stayed on thee: be cause he trust eth in thee” Isa iah 26:3.

              E. Dyck 
Oh God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to

come, 
Be Thou our Guide while life shall last, and our eter -

nal home.
              I. Watts 

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \
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What Great Love!
Je sus said, “Greater love hath no man than this, that a 
man lay down his life for his friends.”  (John 15:13) 

The great est act of love, the great est sac ri fice that 
a man can make is that which he is will ing to die
for.  The great est act of love that one can show to
their friends is to be will ing to die for them.

Yet Je sus does have a greater love than this.  He
not only laid down His life for His friends, but He 
laid it down even for His en e mies!  Romans
5:6-8, 10 says, “For while we were still help less, at the
right time, Christ died for the un godly.  For one will
hardly die for a righ teous man; though per haps for the
good man some one would dare even to die.  But God
dem on strates His own love to ward us, in that while we
were yet sin ners, Christ died for us.…For if while we
were en e mies, we were rec on ciled to God through the
death of His Son, much more, hav ing been rec on ciled,
we shall be saved by His life.”  Note the words that
the Holy Spirit uses to de scribe those who Je sus
died for:  un godly, sin ners, en e mies.  These are
peo ple who are openly break ing God’s Laws and
rather un con cerned about it; it is peo ple who
curse and swear at the name of Je sus.  They are
with out God and God’s en e mies.

Yet God showed His love to ward them.  It was not
just a box of choc o lates or a beau ti ful ar range -
ment of flow ers, but it was His own Son.   It was
not just a sen ti men tal “I Love You,” but God’s
love was dem on strated by Je sus giv ing His life in
a hor rid death on a cruel cross.  He did it to save
you, for give you all your sins, and rec on cile you
to Him self so that you can spend eter nity wor -
ship ing and serv ing Him.  This is the love that Je -
sus has for you.  Have you per son ally
ex pe ri enced this love in your heart?  It will hap -
pen only as you re pent of your sins and open
your heart to Je sus as your Lord and your Sav ior. 
“And hope does not dis ap point, be cause the love of God
has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy 
Spirit who was given to us.” (Rom. 5:5)

Se lected
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Up Date

DO YOU LOVE JESUS AND HIS
KINGDOM’S WORK?

In di rectly, sup port ing this ‘Min is try’ is one way of
“Tending, Car ing-for, Ad mon ishing, En lightening,
Nour ishing, etc. Je sus’ Lambs and Sheep!

“So when they had eaten break fast, Je sus said to
Si mon Pe ter, ‘Si mon son of Jo nah, do you love Me
more than these?’ …’ John 21:15 – 17. 

The Hauge Lu theran Innermission Fed er a tion and
Morn ing Glory min is tries are de ter mined to help in the 
res to ra tion of  Amer ica and be yond:  FIRST of all –
Spir i tually and then sec u larly, by con tin u ing to pub lish 
the Morn ing Glory and hold ing Hauge Bi ble Con fer -
ences, Evan ge lis tic Meet ings, and for sug gested ‘do -
na tions’, solid bib li cal Lit er a ture.   

We in tend to con tinue to speak the ‘truth’ about
real Lib erty in Je sus and abid ing in His Word, and sec -
ondly, up hold ing the Con sti tu tion.   

You can help us, not only by spe cific prayer in ter -
ces sion; but also fi nan cially and by send ing us the
names and ad dresses of peo ple you be lieve would ben -
e fit from re ceiv ing the Morn ing Glory.

IN the Grace of God, mak ing No apol o gies for the
Old Time Chris tian ity and seek ing to prac tice and pro -
claim the same!

Let’s Bring HOPE to Many More

Approx. 150,000 in di vid u als meet the ap point -
ment of ‘death’ each day.  The vast ma jor ity of them
aren’t pre pared (ready) to stand be fore GOD as they
don’t know His Son, Je sus Christ, as their per sonal
Sav ior; who died to res cue them from their sin and
Hell.  With out JESUS, the Bible clearly states they are
LOST, “hav ing no hope and with out God”  Ephe sians 
2:12.  

Will you, as an ‘In di vid ual’, help us in reach ing
the ‘lost’, ‘nour ish ing’ and challenging fel low pil -
grims, be fore it is too late?  

De cem ber’s In come for the min is try of the Morn -
ing Glory is $4, 532.00.

The cost of pub lish ing and mail ing the Morn ing
Glory each month is approx. $2,000 PLUS no tice able
other fi nan cial ob li ga tions as func tion in His Work by
faith.

Will YOU help ‘us’ Evan ge lize &  Feed????

“Let the Re deemed of the LORD say So”

The Hauge Lu theran Innermission Fed er a tion Board
has prayer fully de cided to com pile a book with per -
sonal tes ti mo nies of Je sus’ sav ing grace.

Would you be will ing to share your per sonal tes ti mony of 
how you came to Je sus as your own per sonal Sav ior?  If
you are will ing to do that, you can sub mit it in writ ing to
the ed i tor:  Rodney Stueland, 508 5th St. NE, Dilworth,
MN  56529; or by email at:  haugerep@midco.net.  The
ed i tor will then re view them.

We would es pe cially like to en cour age any one who
came to sal va tion through the Innermission, or has had
close ties with the Innermission, to share their tes ti -
mony.  It is not lim ited to only those individuals, but
we are en cour ag ing  them to do so.

WHAT a won der ful op por tu nity for you to share your
per sonal tes ti mony and to seek to glo rify Je sus for
what HE has done and is do ing in your life!  

Will you prayer fully con sider this and be obe di ent to
the Holy Spirit?  Your tes ti mony could be some thing
that could help some one else come to the Lord. 


